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Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I wanted to share something that I found especially worth considering. October will end with 

Reformation Sunday, when we give thanks that the Gospel of Christ crucified for the forgiveness of 

our sins has been preserved and proclaimed among us. The Gospel does more than tell us what 

Christ has done for us in the past and what He will do when He raises us on the Last Day. Because 

we have been united with Christ in Holy Baptism, His resurrection has something to say about how 

we live right now. The following devotion by Pastor Ian Kinney puts that truth before us in a 

particularly helpful way: you have been raised with Christ. What does that mean for our homes, our 

vocations, our congregation, and the good works God has placed before us today? I thought this 

devotion, based on Luke 7:11-17, was worth sharing with you. 

 

What is the point of resurrection? Just a neat trick, or is there more? 

 

 Obviously, all of the resurrections in Scripture point to Him who says, “I AM the Resurrec-

tion” (John 11). Of course, they also give a dog whistle to our resurrection on the Last Day. 

But between the resurrection of the Christ and the resurrection of the Christian, do they 

have anything more for us? I think they do. 

 

Whether it is Elijah raising the widow’s son, Elisha raising the Shunammite woman’s son, 

Jairus’s daughter, the son at Nain, or even Lazarus himself, resurrection calls to us. The val-

ley of dry bones calls to us. The prodigal son—who once was dead but now is alive—calls to 

us. “He is not here, but He is risen” calls to us. 

 

What does it call? What is the point? 

The point is to illuminate the resurrection of Christ. The point is to elucidate the resurrec-

tion of the Christian. But between those resurrections, the point is to remind you that you 

are raised right now. 

 

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life” (Rom.6:4). “Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead” (Col. 

2:12). “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 

Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). 

 

What happens to Christ happens to us. Christ died, and in Baptism, we died. Christ was 

raised, and in Baptism, we were raised. Christ has been seated at the right hand of the Fa-

ther, and now a Man sits on heaven’s throne! 

 



 

You have been raised with Christ. 

So, since Christ has been raised and until you are bodily raised on the Last Day, you are called 

to walk in newness of life. You were dead in your trespasses and sins, but now you have been 

made alive together with Christ. You have been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that you should walk in them. 

 

Like the sinful woman whom Christ raised up out of the dirt to “go and sin no more” (John 

8:11), like the paralytic to whom Jesus says, “Rise, pick up your bed and go” (Mark 2:11), like 

blind Bartimaeus whom Jesus called to “rise up” and follow Jesus (Mark 10:49, 52), and like 

this young man today whom Jesus raised from the dead so that he could go back and care for 

his widowed mother, so also have you been raised. 

 

Lift up your heads and see that the fields are ripe for harvest. In the narrow sense of the 

preaching of the Gospel, the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. But in your calling 

and vocation, the harvest is plentiful, and the worker is you. 

 

You are the only one who can be father to your son, son to your father, husband to your wife, 

and grandfather to your grandkids. Attend to the things worthy of your attention, and put to 

death all the things that would keep you from being the resurrected man Christ has called you 

to be. 

 

So, since you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is at 

the right hand of God. Put to death what is earthly in you, and put on the love and good works 

which Christ has prepared for you. 

 

Hands to the plow. Don’t look back. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen and you have been raised with Him. 

Memento mori 

Pastor Ian Kinney 

As we move through this month and toward Reformation Sunday, may we remember that the Gospel 

we confess is not only the promise of life to come—it is the gift of new life in Christ today. You have 

died with Christ, and you have been raised with Christ. So take up the vocations God has given you, 

love and serve the people He has placed before you, and walk in the good works He 

has prepared for you. “Alleluia! Christ is risen—and you have been raised with 

Him!” 

 

I hope this devotion spoke to you the way it did to me. 

Peace be with you and your family 

Rev. Anthony Mandile 



We wish all of our Seasonal Worshipers who will soon 
be heading back to the Keys a safe journey and a 
peaceful trip: 

• Doug & Marcy Smith  

• Mark & Margie Pfister 

• Jack & Gary Meyers 

• Pat & Penny Parsons 

• Teri & Craig Griewahn 

• Paul & Sharon Most 

• Karen & Greg Carl 

• Janelle Biffel 

• Allyn & Eileen Anderson 

• Jan Wolfe & Jim Bennett 

• Susan & Stan Hammond 

• Susan Posik 

• Cindy & Walter Uher 

• Jon & Debra Grill 

• Deb Schmidt 

• The O’Malley Family 

If we have missed anyone who is traveling to the                    
Keys, please let us know!  mlcmarathon@gmail.com 

Heavenly Father, according to your steadfast love 

and mercy, please watch over and guide all those 

who are preparing to return to Martin Luther Chap-

el in the next few months. Grant them good health 

and protect them from any calamity as they travel. 

In Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Don’t forget to pick up a 

copy of Portals of Prayer 

Devotional from the back of 

the Chapel! 

Join us for coffee and 
snacks after service on 
Sunday. There is a signup 
sheet if you would like to 
help out! 

Thanks and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ: 

• For our congregation leadership and those who vol-

unteer their time. 

• For all of our households.  Blessings on our homes, 

that all who enter our homes enter into the pres-

ence of Jesus Christ. 

• For answered prayers: Thanksgiving for the increase 

in the study of Scriptures in our Community.  

Heavenly Father, we ask that you would 

• Grant us the boldness to invite our family, friends 

and acquaintances into the Word and Sacramental 

ministry at Martin Luther Chapel. 

• Grant us all with a stronger desire to read, study and 

learn about your holy Word. 

 
And Jesus said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few.  Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord 

of the harvest to send our laborers into his harvest.  

Let us pray: 

For young men to enter the pastoral ministry. That young 

men and women would be drawn toward Jesus and wor-

ship him and honor the estate of Holy Matrimony.  Let 

their homes be blessed and their children raised to be 

godly men and women. 

Into your hands O Father, we commend all our prayers to 

Your holy will, trusting in Your mercies that are new eve-

ry morning. 

• October 16 & 17— Ladies Retreat  

• October 31—LWML Bible Study 

• November 1—All Saints Day 

• November 8—N’Oktoberfest 

• November 21—Advent Set Up  

• December 5—Tree Decorating 



SPECIAL SUNDAY SERVICES—10:00 am 

Reformation Sunday, October 25th  

Celebration of the historical preservation of the Gospel : 

 Christ crucified for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Sunday, November 1st    

Celebration of the Church Triumphant and 

the Church Militant 

10-4     Amanda Taylor 

10-8     Ruth Schnake 

10-19   Sarah Mandile   

10-19   Jeff Miller  

10-25   Angela Gruetzmann 

If we have missed a birthday, anniversary 

or special occasion please let us know so we 

can be sure to add it to our next newsletter!  

Birthday cake for our September birthday girls!  

May the Lord bless you through the upcoming 
year!  



On September 11th, Amanda Taylor, Pastor, and Lori Mandile joined numerous members of our community to work alongside 
Champions of Change in placing flags around the entire football stadium at Marathon High School in remembrance of the 2,977 
lives lost on September 11, 2001. 

A remembrance ceremony was held during halftime, providing an opportunity for our community to pause, reflect, and honor 
those whose lives were lost. 

We are truly blessed to be part of such a caring and compassionate community. 

Pastor Tony, Mike Harring, and Ken LaRose have been busy brewing up 
something special for N’Oktoberfest! They’re almost ready to bottle 
their very own IPA beer, just in time for the festivities. 

Get ready to raise a glass!  

Details for N’Oktoberfest 2026 are included in this newsletter. We hope 
you’ll join us for a fun-filled celebration! 



https://www.lwml.org/assets/attachments/543899 

On the first Sunday of each month we will have an LWML mite box collection. These LWML 

Mite Boxes are closely tied to mission grants. The mite offerings are freewill gifts given 

above and beyond a congregation’s regular support, and that nationwide, these offerings 

“amount to millions of dollars” used to fund district and national mission grants and carry 

out the LWML program. Local groups gather these offerings, districts retain 75% of mites for 

district mission work, and national mites help fund more than $1 million in grants that sup-

port Gospel outreach.  

St. Paul speaks of the spirit of Christian generosity: “their overflowing joy and their extreme 

poverty welled up in rich generosity” and “excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:1–7). 

Through your mites, even small gifts become mission grants for Christ’s work.  

What follows is a description of two of the mission grants LWML has pledged to support 

over the 2025-2026- 2027 three year period. Each month we will focus on two different mis-

sion grants supported through LWML mite offerings. 







ALL DONATIONS WILL GO DIRECTLY TO KAIR.   
Food Bank items for KAIR will be collected throughout the month of October.  Please leave your donations in the 

bin located in the Fellowship Hall.  









Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   30 
Presidents  
Equip  
Conference       
Orlando  

1 
Presidents  
Equip  
Conference       
Orlando  

2 

Presidents  
Equip  
Conference       
Orlando  

3 
 

4 
Adult Bible 
Study/Sunday 
School 
8:30 am 
Divine Service 
10:00 am 
LWML Mite  

Collection 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
Adult Bible 
Study/Sunday 
School 
8:30 am 
Divine Service 
10:00 am 

12 13 
Church  
Cleaning 

14 15 16 
Women’s  
Retreat  
Weston, FL 
6:00 pm  -  
8:00 pm 

17 
Women’s  
Retreat  
Weston, FL 
8:30 am  -  
2:30 pm  

18 
Adult Bible 
Study/Sunday 
School 
8:30 am 
Divine Service 
10:00 am 

19 20 21 22 
Council  
Meeting  
4:00 pm 

23 24 

25 
Adult Bible 
Study/Sunday 
School 
8:30 am 
Divine Service 
10:00 am 

26 27 
Church  
Cleaning 

28 29 30 31 
LWML Bible 
Study  
9:30 am 

October 2026 


